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FCAR SPECIAL PROJECT FUNDS 


We were recently informed by the President of FCAR, Mme 
Querido, that additional new funds are being made available for 
"Special Projects". 


The availability of such funds’ should permit a quick 
response for assistance outside the regular FCAR programs. These 
funds, though modest, may be used for any of the following 
purposes: 


(a) to support projects likely to have a significant 
impact on the development of research in Quebec and 
at the same time heighten its visibility; 


(b) to support researchers and Centres so that they may 
be in a better position to compete in national 
competitions; 


(c) to obtain matching dollars; 


(d) to assist in the organization of international 
symposiums; 


(e) to purchase special equipment. 


All requests for these funds may be done by letter (there are no 
forms) addressed to Mme. C. Querido, Présidente, FCAR, 3700 rue du 
Campanile, bureau 102, Sainte-Foy, Québec G1X 4G7, and sent to the 
Office of Research Services together with one (1) copy and the 
completed URO-102 signed by the Department Chair and Faculty Dean. 


Applications will be accepted at any time, but it is 
suggested that these requests be made as early as possible. 


QUEBEC GOVERNMENT AGENCIES - GRANT SUBMISSIONS 


Dr. Cooper H. Langford, Associate Vice-Rector, Academic 
(Research) has made the following comment regarding submissions to 
Quebec Government Agencies: 


"The Fall FCAR competition was a reminder that applications to 
Quebec Government Agencies are still being submitted in English. 
In common with the research grants office at McGill, we believe 
that such applications should be submitted in French. For those 
not able to write French sufficiently, the only way to edit a 
satisfactory proposal in French is to enlist a francophone expert 
in the field to discuss directly the proposal and its intention. 
This means a colleague, associate, or student close to your work. 
If there is no way you can exploit this effective method, resort to 
the translation office remains a "back-up" option. You must then 
be sure to give enough lead time. In any event, I believe that it 
is well worth making the effort to submit applications in French to 
Quebec Agencies". 


SIGNATURES ON GRANT APPLICATIONS 


There appears to be confusion with regard to the required 
signatures on research grant applications. A number of Agencies 
such as NSERC, SSHRC, MRC and FCAR require the signatures of: 


(a) the applicant; 
(b) Head of the Department; 
(c) Rector (or his designate). 


These Agencies require a University commitment to apply 
their policies and administration of the grant funds. To obtain 
this, an applicant must ensure that the URO-102 is completed and 
submitted to the Office of Research Services who will be 
responsible for obtaining the Rector's signature or that of his 
designate on the application before it is submitted to the 
Granting Council. 


The signature of the Rector or his designate indicates 
that the University: 


- signifies that the applicant is a faculty member at 
the University who is permitted to do independent 
research and who has time, space and available 
facilities; 

- signifies that the research is consistent with the 
University and granting agency policies, including 
those associated with animal care, use of human 
subjects, use of biological or other hazardous 
materials and radioactive materials, etc. 


SIGNATURES ON GRANT APPLICATIONS (Cont'd) 


- accepts to administer the funds received by the 
University according to the requirements of the 
respective Agencies. 


The Office of Research Services will ensure that all applications 
are forwarded to the relevant Granting Agency by the due date, 
provided that the URO-102 has been completed and_ signed by the 
Department Chair and the Faculty Dean and received by this office 
in due time. 


PROCEDURES WITH REGARD TO RESEARCH GRANT & CONTRACT APPLICATIONS 


It has come to the attention of this office that a number 
of researchers are not sufficiently familiar with the procedures 
regarding Research grant and contract applications. A. set. of 
procedural notes will be made available to the research community 
by the Fall. 


In the interim, we would like to outline the difference 
between a grant and contract and the required procedures: 


GRANTS VS. CONTRACTS: 


GRANTS are to provide financial support to an 
investigator or investigators conducting research in a 
particular subject area or field, without any formal 
detailed stipulations as to the direction of the 
research. The following characteristics are also 
normally present: 


- the research proposal is initiated by the 
investigator; 

- no direct or indirect reimbursement to 
the principal investigator; 

- no stipulation as to deliverables; 

- no limitations on publication, 1.e., 
delay of publication or prior sponsor's 
approval; 

- no specific transfer of results to the 
grantor; however, a copy of the final 
report or copies of published research 
results maybe requested; 

- payment to the University in advance of 
expenditures; 


PROCEDURES WITH REGARD TO RESEARCH GRANT & CONTRACT APPLICATIONS 
(Cont'd) 


- the budget or use of the funds can be 
modified based on scientific or scholarly 
considerations, in terms of the best use 
of the funds; 

- time-frame is flexible and can be easily 
changed. 


A CONTRACT on the other hand, is an agreement 
between two corporate bodies, namely the company or 
government and the university, to provide financial 
support to an investigator or investigators, to conduct 
research in a particular subject area or field under 
specific stipulations and conditions. These conditions 
may: 


- specifically outline the scope and nature 
of the research; 

- set the time period(s) for the activity; 

- define the deliverables; 

- establish ownership, patent rights and 
/or licensing arrangements usually to the 


sponsor; 

- require publication delay or sponsor 
approval; 

- provide for confidentiality of 


information supplied and created; 

- establish budget approvals and payment 
schedules; 

- limit liability of participants. 


In the case of contracts, the University recovers 
the direct and indirect costs of services, including 
charges for the use of specialized equipment. 


No individual has the authority to contract in the 
name of the University except the Rector or his 
designate. 


All researchers submitting a contract proposal must 
complete the URO Form 101-A prior to submitting their 
proposal. This procedure is required in order to ensure 
that all the direct and indirect costs have been 
included. It is essential to note that Concordia 
University (in agreement with all the other Canadian 
universities) will not accept a contract which does not 
provide for indirect costs (overhead). These rates are 
as follows: 
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PROCEDURES WITH REGARD TO RESEARCH GRANT & CONTRACT APPLICATIONS 
(Cont'd) 


65% of total payroll or salary costs; 
2% of travel and subsistence costs. 


If additional assistance is required or further 
information is needed, please call this office. A 
Contract Research Handbook is also available from this 
office. 


The Director of Research Services has been designated by 
the Rector to sign, on his behalf, all research grant and contract 
applications up to $150,000 per year. Larger requests require the 
Signature of the Vice-Rector, Academic's office which signature 
will be obtained by the Office of Research Services. 


Office of Research Services. 


